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Hazardous Tree Application

Civic Address ___________________________________________________________ 

General Information

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Description of Hazardous Tree Condition

Supporting Documentation
Please submit the following documentation with your application: 

1.	 Current Certificate of Title | Generated within the last 30 days with all charges (i.e. covenants, easements, 
right-of-ways etc.)

2.	 A report from a Certified Arborist who has an understanding of the Riparian Areas Regulation. B.C. (RPBio, 
RPF, AST, ASTTBC). The report needs to include the following information:
a.	 Assessment of the health and risk associated with any hazardous trees proposed for removal or modification;
b.	 Protection measures that will be implemented to minimize the disturbance to the riparian area. This 	
	 includes marking of the streamside protection and enhance area (SPEA) using flagging, snow 		
	 fencing etc.    
c.	 Tree replacement plan based on the Province of BC Tree Replacement Criteria (see attachment);  
d.	 A site plan that identifies the location of the hazardous trees, SPEA; 
e.	 Pictures of the site and hazardous tree(s); 

Personal Information Declaration: This information is collected pursuant to Part 14 of the Local Government Act and 
CVRD Development Application Procedures and Fees Bylaw. This information has been collected and may form part of 
the public record and may be included in a meeting agenda that is posted online when this matter is before the Board or a 
Committee of the Board. I hereby consent that all information, including personal information, contained in this document 
including all attachments maybe made available to the public. Note: For more information on disclosure, contact the CVRD 
FOI Coordinator at 250.746.2507 or 1.800.665.3955. 

Office Use 
Only

Date Received Received By  (In-person, email, mail)

Receipt No. | Not Applicable

Fees Paid | Not Applicable



I, the owner, hereby give permission to ____________________________ to act as my/our agent in all matters 
relating to this application. 

Signature of Owner Date

Signature of Owner Date

Only complete this section if the applicant is not the owner

Name of Agent Company

Address City

Email Postal Code

Primary Phone Number Secondary Phone Number

I declare that the information submitted in support of this application is true and correct in all respects. 

Signature of Agent Date
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Address City

Email Postal Code

Primary Phone Number Secondary Phone Number

Owner’s 
Contact 
Information

The property described above is the subject of this application and is referred to herein as the ‘subject property’.This 
application is made with my full knowledge and consent. I declare that the information submitted in support of the application 
is true and correct in all respects. By completing this application form, the owner and/or applicant hereby is aware and 
authorizes site inspections to be conducted by Regional District staff as authorized by the Regional Board. 

Name of Owner (print) Signature of Owner Date

Name of Owner (print) Signature of Owner Date

Owner’s 
Declaration

Contact Details



INFORMATION

  THE GOVERNMENT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA IS AN "EMPLOYMENT EQUITY EMPLOYER"  

Ministry of Environment,
Lands and Parks

BC Environment
Lower Mainland Region

Mailing/Location Address:
10470 152 Street
SURREY BC  V3R 0Y3

Telephone:  (604) 582-5200
Facsimile:  (604) 930-7119

November 1996

TREE REPLACEMENT CRITERIA:

The criteria below apply to the replacement of trees authorized for removal under the Fisheries Act, Wildlife
Act or Land Title Act by BC Environment, Fish, Wildlife and Habitat Protection.  Requests for authorization
should be accompanied by a tree survey and replacement planting plans completed by a professionally 
certified environmental consultant and detailing numbers, sizes and species.  Species suitable for 
replacement will be based on site specific conditions.

• 0 mm - 151 mm (6”) dbh 2 replacement trees (min height 1.5 m), or, 4 shrubs
(for up to 50% of trees being replaced in this range);

• 152 mm - 304 mm (12”) dbh 3 replacement trees (min height 1.5 m);

• 305 mm - 456 mm (18”) dbh 4 replacement trees (min height 2.0 m);

• 457 mm - 609 mm (24”) dbh 6 replacement trees (min height > 2.0 m);

• 610 mm - 914 mm (36”) dbh 8 replacement trees (min height > 2.0 m).

Trees > 914 mm dbh (36”) will require individual approval and replacement criteria prior to removal.

Every effort must be made to retain 20% of trees > 304 mm dbh (12”) as wildlife snags at minimum height of 
3 m.

 dbh = diameter breast height
 > = greater than

For further information, please contact the following:
Ecosystem Planning & Protection
BC Environment, Lower Mainland Region
10470-152nd St. 
Surrey BC V3R 0Y3
Phn: (604) 582-5235
Fax: (604) 582-5305
Web-site: http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/sry
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BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES  
FOR TREE TOPPING, LIMBING AND REMOVAL  
IN RIPARIAN AREAS 
 
Riparian areas are located adjacent to streams, lakes and wetlands and provide 
vegetation that is  important for fish and wildlife habitat, and the proper 
functioning of our streams, lakes and wetlands. Riparian areas typically have 
inundated or saturated soil conditions, contain vegetation that is distinct 
from adjacent upland sites, and can extend 30 meters, or more, from a 
water feature. Retention of this important vegetation is considered a best 
management practice (BMP). However, in urban and rural settings where 
development has occurred in and around riparian areas, concerns regarding 
retaining riparian vegetation and the safety of human life and property may 
occur. In such cases, first consideration should be given to finding long-term 
solutions that address human safety issues while maintaining healthy riparian 
habitats. This document outlines BMPs for tree topping, limbing, and removal 
in riparian areas. 
 

 
1.0 OBJECTIVES 
 
1. Prevent violation of provincial and federal legislation that protects fish and 

fish habitat and to ensure that the works do not result in harmful alteration, 
disruption or destruction of fish habitat (HADD). 

2. Prevent unnecessary impacts to riparian and aquatic habitats and 
associated species resulting from limbing, topping or removal of trees 
adjacent to streams, lakes and wetlands. 

Ecological functions of riparian vegetation:  
 Moderates stream temperatures by shading the water surface from solar 

radiation. This results in higher dissolved oxygen levels and reduced algal 
blooms; 

 Binds bank sediments with their root systems, maintaining natural bank 
geometry and reducing bank erosion; 

 Slows over-bank flows reducing erosion. 
 Contributes large woody debris that is important for stream channel 

stability and structure for fish and wildlife habitat; 
 Provides fish hiding cover from predators, insect drop as a direct food 

source and leaf litter which supplies nutrients to the stream; and 
 Filters overland flows carrying sediment and other non-point source 

pollutants from surface runoff discharging to streams. 
 Provides critical habitat for many wildlife species. Over 75% of BC’s 

animal species use riparian areas, including many birds that are dependent 
of large diameter wildlife trees for nesting, foraging and perching. 
Riparian areas also provide critical movement corridors. 

Wildlife Tree:  
a standing dead or live 
tree with special 
characteristics that 
provide food and 
shelter for wildlife. 
Loss of wildlife trees 
has been associated 
with declines of 
threatened wildlife 
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2.0 BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES FOR 

HAZARD TREES  
 
The following best management practices (BMPs) address the planning and 
operation stages. It is advisable to retain a qualified professional to assist in 
planning and to ensure all legislative requirements are followed.  
 
2.1 Hazard tree? – Determine if the tree qualifies as a ‘Hazard’. Live 

hazard trees should be assessed and designated as such by:  
i) a ‘Qualified Environmental Professional’ (QEP) as required by 

the Riparian Areas Regulation (RAR) – Refer to Section 5.2; or 
ii) a qualified arborist certified as a Wildlife Danger Tree Assessor 

when RAR is not applicable.   
 

Refer to Section 4.0 “Non-Hazard Trees” if the tree/s have been 
assessed as “non-hazard” trees.  

 
Hazard trees may be removed or limbed without authorization from 
provincial or federal authorities by following the remaining operational 
BMPs and provided that:  

i) a QEP determines no HADD will occur  
OR  

ii) the hazard is limited to a few dead trees;  
     AND 

iii) the tree does not contain a nest of a heron, eagle, osprey, peregrine 
falcon or gyrfalcon (per Wildlife Act);  

iv) the activity necessitating the tree removal does not require a RAR 
Assessment under the Riparian Areas Regulation; and  
(http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/habitat/fish_protection_act/riparian/doc
uments/ImplementationGuidebook.pdf) 

v) a bird or its egg, or an occupied nest (see 2.3 below) 
 
2.2 Limbing/topping – Where safe, the preferred option is limbing or 

topping rather than removing the entire tree.  
i)  Top trees to a minimum of 3-5m in height or as tall as is 

reasonably safe (i.e. shorter than the distance to the nearest 
possible target, such as a building). 

ii) Leave a large branch on the stub to provide perching habitat. 
 
2.3 Wildlife tree? A qualified professional can determine if the proposed 

tree removal is providing wildlife habitat. Vegetation removal is to be 
timed to avoid affecting trees used by all birds or wildlife while they are 
breeding, nesting, roosting or rearing young. See Section 34 of the 
Wildlife Act. 

 

Refer to Section 5.0 – 
Legislation for  
legislation that may 
apply to wildlife trees.   
 
 

Hazard Tree:  
any tree that is hazardous 
to people or facilities 
because of location, lean, 
physical damage, 
overhead hazards, 
deterioration of limbs, 
stem or root system, or a 
combination of these. 
 

Example: Hazard tree 
limb over target. 
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2.4 Reduce your impact – limit vegetation removal to only that area which 

is required to avoid a hazard. Maximize tree and shrub understory 
retention. Minimize the potential for invasive plant infestation. 

 
2.5 Falling – Avoid falling, limbing or topping trees into a stream, lake or 

wetland. Accumulations of fine materials and branches may block flows 
and are to be removed by hand. Options for falling trees in sections 
and/or crane-assisted removals are to be considered first. Trees may be 
felled across or into a water body ONLY where no other method of tree 
removal is possible due to safety concerns.  

 
2.6 Retain large woody debris and the stubs of large diameter trees - the 

most valuable stubs and large woody debris is greater than 10 cm 
diameter and longer than 3 meters. Where required, small branches and 
limbs may be removed offsite to reduce fire hazards.  

 
2.7 Replant with native species of trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants 

ecologically suited to the site conditions. Where entire trees have been 
removed the tree replacement criteria is to be applied.  
(http://srmwww.gov.bc.ca/sry/csd/downloads/forms/vegetation_riparian/
treereplcrit.pdf) 

 
2.8 Prevent contamination – all equipment used for vegetation removal 

and management should comply with BMPs to prevent the discharge of 
deleterious substances into water bodies. For the purposes of this BMP it 
is assumed that all works will take place above the high water mark 
(HWM). Works below the HWM require Water Act permits and could 
also result in a HADD. 

i) Ensure equipment and machinery is in good operating condition 
(power washed), free of leaks or excess oil and grease. 

ii) No equipment refuelling or servicing should be undertaken 
within 30 metres of any watercourse or surface water drainage.  

iii) Ensure all hydraulic machinery to be used around streams is 
clean and uses environmentally sensitive hydraulic fluids 
which are non-toxic to aquatic life, and which are inherently bio-
degradable.  

iv) Keep a spill containment kit readily accessible onsite in the event 
of a release of a deleterious substance to the environment.  

 
2.9 Timing windows – If proposed works pose risks to fish and wildlife and 

their habitat, then the works are to take place during the instream works 
reduced risk timing window provided by the regional Ministry of 
Environment (MOE) Office. 
http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/okr/wateract/workwindows.html 

Choose native plants 
suited to the site 
conditions (i.e. suited 
to the biogeoclimatic 
sub zone and site 
series). Adjacent 
undisturbed riparian 
areas can be used as 
reference areas for 
suitable species.  
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2.10 Retain records to demonstrate compliance with BMPs and due 

diligence in meeting the requirements of applicable legislation. Photo 
documentation prior to and after completion of works may be requested 
during follow-up monitoring by MOE or Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
(DFO) staff.  

 
 
3.0 PINE BEETLE INFESTATION 
 
In cases of large scale die offs due to pine beetle infestation, all hazard trees can be removed 
from the riparian area.  Some of the trees within the riparian buffer should be retained as stubs to 
allow them to function as wildlife trees. The greater the diameter of the tree, the more species it 
can support.  To maximize remaining riparian function, non target trees and shrub understory is 
to be retained.  This is especially important where large areas of the riparian buffer have been 
impacted by beetle kill. BMPs listed in Section 2.0 also apply to removal of pine beetle killed 
trees, including legislative requirements such as Riparian Areas Regulation (RAR). For more 
information on RAR check with the local government or refer to Section 5.2.   
 
 
4.0 NON-HAZARD TREES 
 
The BMP for non-hazard trees is to avoid topping, limbing or removal. Removal of non-hazard 
trees from riparian areas bordering waterbodies that support fish habitat may result in a violation 
of the Fisheries Act and/or Riparian Areas Regulation. Non-hazard trees should only be removed 
if they have been designated for removal under a government pest control program. To avoid 
contravention of the Fisheries Act, prior to removal, you should consider engaging the services 
of a qualified professional to develop mitigation strategies to ensure a HADD of fish habitat will 
not occur as a result of proposed non-hazard tree removals. Refer to the chart below for 
procedures required when proposing to remove non-hazard trees in riparian areas providing fish 
habitat.   
 
Note: a Qualified Professional (QP) includes Qualified Environmental Professional (QEP), 
which is applicable where the Riparian Areas Regulation is in effect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QP required 

 Remove trees according to 
operational BMPS 

 Follow QP site-specific 
recommendations 

QP develops a rationale and compensatory habitat proposal for 
submission to DFO.  Report should include: 

 Rationale for proposed non-hazardous vegetation removal 
 Number and location of proposed tree and/or shrub removals 
 Replacement plantings plan 
 Survival monitoring plan for replacement plantings 

QP develops mitigative strategies to 
ensure a HADD of fish habitat will not 
occur as a result of proposed non- 
hazard tree removal. 

Mitigative strategies are not sufficient to 
avoid a HADD 


