
Manufactured homes, sometimes referred to as mobile or modular homes, are an 
economical housing solution that have evolved from trailers and are now longer, heavier 
and more rigidly constructed. Because they are seldom moved once placed on a 
property, as much planning should go into the installation of a manufactured home as 
would be needed for a site-built home. 

All manufactured homes produced in Canada are required to carry a Canadian 
Standards Association Certification; either CSA Z240 for mobile homes, or CSA A277 for 
modular homes.  

Manufactured homes used as residences on all properties within the Cowichan Valley 
Regional District must bear a valid CSA certification decal, to be approved for use as a 
dwelling unit. The decal is usually found affixed to the cladding just to the left of the main 
entrance. When making non-structural changes to the exterior of a manufactured home, do 
not remove or deface the CSA decal.  

Manufactured homes are required to be set up in a manner that meets or exceeds 
the BC Building Code, CSA standards and manufacturer’s instructions for site preparations, 
foundations and anchorage.  

This guide has been prepared to provide convenient information to assist owners in 
obtaining building permits for the placement of manufactured homes. It is not a legal 
document nor is it intended to replace current bylaws and legislation, or relieve the owner 
from complying with all applicable regulations and standards.  

Drawings used in this guide are with the permission of the Canadian Standards Association. 

Manufactured Home Guide
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Manufactured Home Building Permit Guidelines for the CVRD

 Building Permit Application form completed and signed by owners and any agents.
 Site plan showing the location and dimensions of the proposed manufactured home

(setback requirements are to be measured from building extremities). The location of all other 
structures on the property must be shown.

 Floor plan of the manufactured home showing all dimensions.
 Make, model, CSA registration number, and Provincial Manufactured Home Registry 

number.
 Accurate foundation plan, drawn to scale (¼” to 1’). Please refer to the attached examples of 

foundation plans.
 Stair and landing details drawn to scale (¼” to 1’)
 Proof of Filing for Sewerage System with Island Health Authority (if on septic).
 Other documents may be required - please contact the CVRD Building Division

(250-746-2610).

Site Preparation Notes:
 Remove topsoil from the site below the proposed manufactured home location. All concrete 

footings are to be placed on undisturbed soil, or with the approval of the Building Inspector, on 
machine compacted granular fill. The fill must be sloped from the center to the outside to 
prevent water accumulation under the manufactured home (see attached site preparation 
example).

 When granular fill is used beneath footings, the Building Inspector may require certification of 
such compacting by a professional engineer.

 Permanent foundations are required to support all manufactured homes. Foundations shall be 
constructed in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions, CSA standards, and the BC 
Building Code (see attached examples). Other foundation designs may require the services of 
a professional engineer.

 A suitable ground cover shall be placed over the entire area below the manufactured home. 
The provisions of the BC Building Code apply to the crawlspaces beneath manufactured 
homes.

 All concrete is to have a minimum compressive strength of 15 MPa after 28 days
 The top of all concrete and block columns must be level.
 Where a manufactured home is comprised of more than one section, the sections shall be 

joined so that the integrity of the air and vapour barriers, external cladding and structure is 
maintained at the interface.

 Manufactured homes must be tied down in a manner sufficient to maintain the structural 
integrity of the box between main frame and foundation. (See attached examples)

 Skirting shall be installed promptly and must be corrosion resistant or pressure treated when in 
contact with the ground (See attached examples).

 The crawl space shall be ventilated (1 square foot for each 500 square feet of floor area, evenly 
distributed).

 Landings, stairs and guardrails must be provided at ALL exterior doors in accordance with BC 
Building Code requirements.

 Perimeter drainage to be directed to a location approved by the Building Inspector.
 All plumbing work to be completed in accordance with the BC Plumbing Code.
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Anchorage Details 
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Skirting Details



Handrail Height= 34" - 42" 
Guardrail Height=     36" min. 
Riser=    5-8"
Tread= 10"--14" + nosing 
Structural Post=    6"x6" min. 
Min. Footing= 24"x24 "x8"

Handrails must be graspable for the 
entire length of the stair. 

All members shall be so framed, 
anchored, fastened, tied and 
braced to provide the necessary 
strength and rigidity. 

Structural wood elements shall be 
pressure-treated with a 
preservative to resist decay where 
the wood elements are not 
protected from exposure to 
precipitation. 

1--------- 6x6" WOOD POST 

Stainless steel fasteners and hardware are recommended for all pressure treated wood products. 

Penetration to frost depth is not required for decks and other accessible exterior platforms: 
a) of not more than 1 storey,
b) not more than 575 sq ft in area,
c) where the distance from finished ground to the underside of the joists is not more than 24",
d) not supporting a roof, and
e) not attached to another structure.

Maximum Spans: 
Joists: 

2x6= 8' 

2x8=  11' 
2x10= 13' 

Beams: 

2-2x6=4'
2-2x8=5'
2-2x10=6'

3-2x8=9'

3-2x10= 11'
3-2x12= 12'

All Stair, Guard, Handrail, Ramp 
and Landing Construction must 
meet the minimum requirements 
of 9.8 of the BC Building Code.

Deck, Stair, Handrail Details
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